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WATER-BORNE HOUSEHOLD INFECTIONS
DUE TO MYCOBACTERIUM XENOPI
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SUMMARY

0f 21 M. xenop/ excretors recorded In Prague In 1990, 13 suffered from a serlous pulmonary disease and the organisms
were detected repeatedly In all of them. In 11 flats of these excretors watar samples were collected from faucets and showers
and M. xenopl was detected in five of them, as well as In five neighbourln? flats. In flats of six remaining excretors and 12
adlolning flats, M. xenop/ was not found. However, in 14 of 28 examined fiats, the clinically Insignificant M. gordonae was
[solated. Water samples from three waterworks, six reglonal water reservolrs and 10 street hydrants did not harbour
hmycol:i]acltdega. | IT the authors' view M. xenopioriginating from infected drinking water outlets may cause Infections in exposed

ousehold dwellers.
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