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GENETIC DNA PROBES FOR
MYCOBACTERIUM AVIUM COMPLEX
IDENTIFICATION
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- Theacridinium ester labefled DNA probe specific far M: avirmcomplex (MAC) was used for testing 30 strains of MAC previously identified -
by cenventional procedures. The hybridization was positive in 26 strains, aegative In 3 strains-and ane strain seemed-to be contamined
~ when subgultured, The specific ONA prabes allow to identify even the siow growlng mycobacterial strains, in positive samples, within two-
* hours while conventional-methads usually take several weeks to show the result, A rapid confirmation of-a-mycobacterial species is
- invaluablefor selecting an effective treatment as early as'possible, which s extremely important e.g. In immunosuppressed patients, childran
with iymphadenitls, etc. Nevertheless. this method has the disadvantage of being too expensive for some labaratories, though qoestionatle
It repeated subcultures, technicians’s time and the delay In abtaining results-are taken inito aceount, and enabling to Identify-only a limited -

- number of clinically significant mycobaclerial species using commercially available probes. = e g
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