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 SUMMARY

* 1n1991 a cholera epidemic accurred in Nigeria. The features of this cholera outbreak In a Single hospital In Cross River, Nigerla, were

- exaimined. Microbiclogic technigues included the use of thiosulphate gitrate bile-salts sucrese (TGBS) medium for culture of ail stool

" specimens, Vibrioisolates from diarrheic patients inciuded V. chiolerae-01 (75), V: chioferas non-01 (10) and ¥, parahaemolyticus (21). The

- ilinesses were diverse, ranging from mild to severe, and in most instances requiring hospitalization, rehydration. as well as antibiotic
~ ‘treatment. Elghity patients were hospifalized and six died.mainly from hypovolemic shock and acute renal fallure ariging from. excessive

fiuid loss. The low vibrio-associated mortality observed in this outbreak may have been influenced by the proximity and easy translt access -

. o the health care failities offered by the teaching hospital. This contrasts with-the high morfality figures reported by Healtf: Genters in the

.- rurak-areas during the same period: Some features of vibrio dlarrheas werg comparablé with those of other enteric pathogens. Poorly

. developed water and sewage disposal systems, contact with se2 water, sonsumiption of fishery products and leftover faods. were the main
_thsk tactors identified. - e o T T e e e T S S

Key words: cholera, gastroenteritis, Gross River Basin, risk factors, transmission

Address for correspondence: Francis O. Eko, Institute of Microbiology and Genetics, The University of Vienna Biocenter, Dr. Bohr-Gasse 9, 1030 Vienna, Austria



