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o N SUMMARY :
In a preliminary study the levels ot tour non-planar polychlorinated biphenyls congeners {118, 138, 153.and 180), and of the toxic metals
lead and cadminm, and their antagonist selenium and zing were measured in cord bleod-fram apparently heaithy neonates fromt the region
“of Pragué and tpper Silezia (Katowice). These ,background” levels were comparad with similar valugs from neonates in the Netherlands.
~ twasfound that the levels of three PCB.congeners (138, 153 and 180} were significantly higher-in the Prague samples than in the
Netherlands; but in the Katowice group they were significantly lower. In Upper Silezia {Katowice) the vaiues of the metals leadand cadmium,
ard in-Prague those of cadmium-and seleniunt were significantly higher tharn in the:Netheriands. ,
The importance of these firdings i$ discussed. i is argued that necrotoxic efiects of perinatal exposure can he expected to be more
prominent in Gentral £urope than in Western European countries. A 'more thorough study is indicated and wiif be undertaken by a Joint

Crach/Polish/f) utch/German research graup.
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