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SUMMAHY

~Old people aver 65 arenow the most: ragidiy growing segment of the population and represenl 13 b of all Crech mham{ants Beacause
--6f the high prevalence. of morbidity and- disabilitity amaong tize elderly they aze the most impartant consumers of heaith care servizes, both
extramuralandintramural. They consume about 1/3.of the totai expenditures ontha heaith care, 40-50 % of the general practitioner’s time,
48 % of prescribad drugs, and-over 30 % of all hospital days. An important additional consequence of population aging are thaincreasing
naeds and costs of long-term care. During the past 30 vears. health services for the elderly have been develsped and geratric and-chronic
care ‘medicing hava become an infegral part of the contemporary medical snterprise. The past few vears of politicat and ecanomical
transformation-have hrought about significant changes in heaith and secial care-and they are having a great impact on the provisian of
services. In tight of the demographic projections and sieadily increasing costs of health care, what are the contemporary changes and what
shouid be thefuture deveiupment of heatth care services for-the e derly?
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