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: i : ' “SUMMARY e :

To examine the effects of stresstut-environmental conditions upon the immune system of the newborn (neonates), we analyzed the
neonateserum immunoglobulinlevels i a tota! 0f 67 neonates fram tribal families living in a rural community of eastern Inda. These cases
were Grouped inio three categories, based upon the predominance af ane of the three factors beirg analyzed, and the reasenable absence
-of the other two factors: The three factors a5 determined by the prevailing environmental conditians, which were the basis for furming the
thiree graups, were: 1. indaor air pelfution; 2. fygienic conditions, and 3. the cohabitation.of domeslicatad animals.in the sarma hoasehald

-as-the infants’s families. Presence of indoor airpallution. or unhygienic conditions resulted in the disturbance and depressicn of the levefs.
of sarum irmunoglabuling: of different classes. There was no discernible corrslation found between the levels of immunogobuling of -
different classes from the neonates (axeept. |gMY and the cahiabitation of domesticated animars in'the sameg households. Hawever thie
incidence nf GIT and RY infections was. highar in ail the three experimental groups, as comparedto the zontrolgroup. These results suggest -
that unfavorable envirarimiental conditions can adversaly affest the imirune system at naonatal stages, and can increéase their susceptibiitity
fo subsecuent acute of chronicavents. - kN S R I L
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