Cent Eur J Public Health 2016 Dec; (Suppl): S3

EDITORIAL

This special issue of the CEJPH focuses on air pollution and its public health effects. Despite the fact that the body of know-
ledge of possible health effects of air pollutants is growing over the last two decades, mainly as a result of multiple epidemiological
studies conducted all over the world, many questions still remain unanswered. As the air pollution in the Silesian part of the Czech
Republic, and in the Ostrava Region in particular, is a significant environmental phenomenon in Europe, the data on pollution ex-
posure, types, and health effects at various levels could be an important contribution to the body of evidence on this (sometimes)
seemingly local issue. Although this is one of the most polluted areas of Europe, apart from the conclusions of the Silesia Project
(with the participation of the US EPA) and Caesar Project (with the participation of the WHO) from the 1990s, only a few studies
addressing some aspects of air pollution appeared. To collect all available and credible data on air quality in this region and related
impacts on human health and to submit them to the reader in a single issue (this issue contains three review articles) was the first
reason for publishing this special issue.

The second reason was that local data on specific aspects of air pollution exposure and related health effects are difficult to trace
and interpret. Original studies dealing with some diseases, genetic aspects of biological effects of pollutants, content of nanoparticles,
cross-border pollution, and the role played by bioaerosols were another reason to present the latest knowledge and experience in
this field. Despite the fact that the most important information on the contribution of various sources of pollution is not (but should
have been) part of this special issue (the authors failed to send their article in time) as well the issue of childhood and adult asthma in
relation to air pollution (one article addressing this problem has already been published in another issue of this journal), we believe
this special issue presents to the reader, in a comprehensive and concise manner, the most recent, evidence-based and reliable data
on air quality and health from the area of environmental epidemiology and public health protection.
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